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A Weeks was a popular author and beekeeper from Vermont in the
L . 20 plus years this book was published from its first printing in
MANUAL; . . 1836 through revisions to 1856. This is a reproduction of only
on 4% 1 the chapter on wax moths.
BASY DIETHOD: *:

e ; { after its introduction in 1852.

M A N A G I N G B E E S’* . Weeks sold a patent bee hive called the “Vermont Hive.”
IN THE MOST - % The bottom of the hive should slant down-
PROFITABLE MANNER TO THEIR OWNER, ward from rear to front, so as to afford the
greatest facility to the bees to clear their ten-
ement of all offensive substances, and let the
water, which is occasioned by the breath and
vapor of the bees, run off in cold weather. It

also aids the bees very much in preventing the

! The Langstroth hive had an impact on all bee literature written

WITI

INFALLIBLE RULES TO PREVENT THEIR:
DESTRUCTION BY THE MOTH.

BY JOHN M. WEEKS,

Of Salisbury, V. entrance of robbers.
i The bottom board should be suspended by
staples and hooks near each corner of the hive,
TUIRD EDITION.

in such a manner as to afford a free entrance
and egress to the bees on all its sides, which

will better enable them to keep their tenement
1333 elear of the moths.

There should be a button attached to the
lower edge of the rear of the hive, so as toen-
able the apiatianto govern the bottom board
in such a manner as to give all the air they
need, or close the hive at pleasure.

~ MIDDLEBURTY:
WAMILTON DRURY, PRINTER,

L B

The hive he wrote about might have looked something like this suspended hive.
The slopping bottom board was interesting and so was the idea that the bottom
board be suspended on hooks. Rather than being a way to stop wax moth, it
allowed free entrance by wax moth into the hive. And Quinby made fun of

slopped bottom boards because some thought the wax moth would roll out of the
hive.
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Old bee books were lacking pictures or drawings for the most part. All that follows is a verbal description of
Weeks’ idea that wax moths were a problem and he could build a hive that would avoid them. Facts are: All
these words mean nothing. No hive can be designed and built to eliminate wax moths. They can be
controlled only by strong bee populations of bees that can keep wax moth eggs from developing into larvae.
Wax moth will enter hives and lay eggs during the night. Female moths deposit eggs inside the hive — generally
any place there is a crack or debris to hide them. They are active in warm weather.

It is interesting in that Weeks shares information about swarms. He talks about taking queens away from late
swarms and returning the bees to the parent hive. This results in a strong hive capable of defending itself
against wax moths. It was and is possible for a colony of bees to swarm itself out of existence.
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