
 

 

STAHLMAN BEEKEEPING NOTES 
 

 

Published by Dana Stahlman    Raleigh, North Carolina    Email: stahlmanapiaries@aol.com  

Published free as a public service to anyone interested in honeybees.  Email me to be added to my 

mailing list.   Published 7-13-24 

For Reference Material relating to Issue 26 on Wax Moths 
 

Weeks was a popular author and beekeeper from Vermont in the 

20 plus years this book was published from its first printing in 

1836 through revisions to 1856. This is a reproduction of only 

the chapter on wax moths. 

 

The Langstroth hive had an impact on all bee literature written 

after its introduction in 1852. 

 

Weeks sold a patent bee hive called the “Vermont Hive.” 

 
 

 

The hive he wrote about might have looked something like this suspended hive.  

The slopping bottom board was interesting and so was the idea that the bottom 

board be suspended on hooks.  Rather than being a way to stop wax moth, it 

allowed free entrance by wax moth into the hive.  And Quinby made fun of 

slopped bottom boards because some thought the wax moth would roll out of the 

hive. 
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Old bee books were lacking pictures or drawings for the most part.  All that follows is a verbal description of 

Weeks’ idea that wax moths were a problem and he could build a hive that would avoid them.  Facts are:  All 

these words mean nothing.  No hive can be designed and built to eliminate wax moths.  They can be 

controlled only by strong bee populations of bees that can keep wax moth eggs from developing into larvae.  

Wax moth will enter hives and lay eggs during the night.  Female moths deposit eggs inside the hive – generally 

any place there is a crack or debris to hide them.  They are active in warm weather. 

It is interesting in that Weeks shares information about swarms.  He talks about taking queens away from late 

swarms and returning the bees to the parent hive.  This results in a strong hive capable of defending itself 

against wax moths.  It was and is possible for a colony of bees to swarm itself out of existence. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  



 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 


